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Introduction
Democracy and political education is a topic dedicated to the philosophy and 
main  insights  of  one  of  the  greatest  philosophers  and  democracy  theorists 
















Collected Works of John Dewey by Sidney Hook.1	Dewey	himself	explained	
that Democracy and Education contained not only theses on education as the 
highest among the questions of humanity but also his general philosophical 












Ann	Boydston	(Ed.),	The Collected Works of 





















cratic	 education	 is	 open	 to	 other	 historical	 traditions	 and	 cultures	 as	well.	
Dewey’s	study	of	Eastern	cultures	during	his	stay	in	China	is	especially	rel-





























philosophy’	 in	 the	 recently	published	book	by	Roberto	Unger	 entitled	Self 
Awakened: Pragmatism Unbound.	The	 paper	 refutes	 three	Unger’s	 theses:	
firstly,	that	naturalism	promotes	the	difference	between	fact	and	value,	sec-
ondly,	 that	 it	 continues	 the	unfortunate	 tradition	of	European	metaphysics,	
and	thirdly,	that	it	approaches	nature	from	behind,	from	the	god-like	position,	





visit	 to	China	 by	Ronald	Dworkin	 in	 2002,	whereby	 contemporary	 global	
ethics	establishment	is	connected	with	the	demand	to	transcend	narrow	super	













democracy  theory  and philosophy of  education. Wernecke  analyses  spatial 
possibilities	and	limits	of	Dewey’s	categories	in	the	contemporary	age	from	
the	perspective	of	 action	 theory.	The	central	question	about	 successful	 life	




The	 author	 of	 this	 introductory	 address	 describes	 important	 features	 and	
analyses	Dewey’s	model	 of	 democratic	 education	 in	 “Ethical	 Ideal	 of	De-
mocracy”.	The	initial	questions	posed	in	the	paper	are:	what	does	Dewey’s	
concept	of	education	mean	for	contemporary	deliberative	democracy?	Could	
his  ethical  ideal  of  humanity  be  applied  as  the  philosophical  basis  for  the 
evaluation	and	 justification	of	democratic	practice?	Did	Dewey	undermine	
and	destroy	the	foundations	of	liberalism,	as	was	claimed	by	Richard	Rorty?	



















John	 Dewey,	 “Implications	 of	 Social-Eco-
nomic	Goals	 for	Education:	A	Report	 of	 the	
Committee	 on	 Social-Economic	 Goals	 of	







ism	 after	 the	Great	Depression,	 brought	 to	 light	 in	 his	 famous,	 still	 today	
actual paper Liberalism and Social Action from	1935.	The	emphasis	 is	put	
on	Dewey’s	appeal	for	the	intelligence	method,	which	should	as	a	scientific	
method	bring	adequate	 legal,	 institutional,	and	civilizational	changes	 to	all	





































though  it might  seem  that  the demanding nature of  the  ideal might pose  a 


















by	Roberto	Mangabeira	Unger	versus	Žižek	 and	Badiou.	Finally,	 the	 radi-
calised	pragmatism	version	is	widened	to	enter	other	ethical	contexts	of	the	
contemporary	ethical-political	thought.	The	paper	brings	critical	observations	
on	 contemporary	 views	 on	 democracy	 and	 analyses	 arguments	 against	 the	





term	 ‘humanities’,	 which	 cannot	 be	 literally	 translated	 in	 some	 languages	
(sciences	 of	 the	 spirit,	 Geisteswissenschaften). While  French  and  English 
have	 neologisms	 referring	 to	 humanities,	 Ottmann	 points	 to	 the	 develop-
ment	of	 the	 term	 in	German,	originating	 in	Hegel’s	Spirit,	 inveterate	 since	
Dilthey’s	Introduction to the Human Sciences (Einleitung in die Geisteswis-
senschaften).	The	victorious	zeal	of	historical	thought	must	have	influenced	
the	 acceptance	 of	 the	 term	 in	 the	 19th  century. Regardless  of  the  fact  that 
Hegel	recognized	in	historicity	the	key	determinant	of	the	Spirit,	humanities	






























































Illinois	University	 in	Carbondale,	Larry	Hickman,	and	 the	head	of	 the	De-
partment	for	Politics	and	International	Relations	at	 the	Wales	University	in	
Swansea,	Mark	Evans.
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